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FOREWORD

1983 is indeed a very appropriate year to commemorate the early stages of sexology. It
was in 1908—75 years ago—that the firstJournal ofSexology was published in Berlin, and
it was in 1913—70 years ago—that the first Society for Sexology was founded, again in
Berlin. Thus, our city was once the creative center of sexology, an accomplishment of
which we can be proud.

There is, however, a taste of bitterness in this pride, resulting from the fact that Berlin
was also the place where the promising development of German sexology was interrupted
50 years ago. The barbaric autodafe of books which took place right in the center of the
city, not far from the University and the Opera House, in May 1933, included the works of
German sexologists and ruined the future of their science for the subsequent twelve dark
years.

As I have learned from Professor Haeberle, there has hitherto been no publication deal
ing with the birth and early development ofsexology. Although historiography may not be
the only way of communicating with the past, it is certainly a more reliable one than any
other. For this reason I am very glad that he has taken the initiative to summarize the story
ofsexology up to 1933 and, by way of this little brochure, to make it known to the partici
pants of the 6th World Congress ofSexology. Since the congress takes place in Washington,
D.C. and the brochure is being published in English, I think it is very fitting that the latter
should begin and end with documents linking early sexology and the city of Berlin to the
English-speakingworld. The correspondence between Havelock Ellis and Harry Benjamin
in particular has impressed me very much. Dr.Benjamin, now living in New Yorkat the age
of 98, wasborn in Berlin, emigrated to the United Statesin 1913,and knew all the sexologi-
calpioneers personally, from SigmundFreud to Magnus Hirschfeld.Healsospoke at nearly
all early international sexological congresses. I do hope he will be among the recipients of
this booklet and will enjoy reading it and his name in it. However, I am conhdent even
those who were not personal witnesses of the early history of sexology will be fascinated
too. Some may even feel inspired to undertake further studies and eventually to make
unexpected discoveries among the ideas of the sexological pioneers in Berlin.

Wilhelm A. Kewenig
Senator for Science and Research, Berlin



INTRODUCTION:

THE HISTORY AND CONCEPT OF
SEXOLOGY

I n our Western civilization attempts at a rational and systematic study of human sexual
behavior date back at least to the ancient Greeks. Indeed, physicians like Hippocrates and
the philosphers Plato and Aristode can be claimedas the legitimate forefathers of sex re
search, since they made extensive observations and offered the first elaborate theories
regarding sexual responses and dysfunctions, reproduction and contraception, abortion,
sex legislation, and sexual ethics. In imperial Rome, Greek physicians like Soranus and
Galen further advanced and systematized ancient sexual knowledge. Their work, in turn,
prompted later Islamic scholars to devote a great deal of attention to sexual questions.
These studies, originally written in Arabic, were translated and introduced into medieval
Europe. Together with re-edited Greek and Roman manuscripts, they became standard
texts at newly established medical schools and stimulated a rebirth of anatomical research
in the l6th, 17th, and 18th centuries. The names of Fallopio (Fallopian tubes), de Graaf
(Graafian follicles), Berthelsen (Bartholin's glands) and Cowper (Cowper's glands) recall,
even today, the first flowering of modern anatomy and remain associated with the then
newly discovered parts ofhuman sexual anatomy. The Age of Enlightenment ushered in a
vigorous and increasingly secularized discussiori of sexual ethics and produced the first
programs of public and private sex education as well as new classifications and documen
tations of sexual behavior. In the 19th century, new concerns about overpopulation, sex
ual psychopathy and degeneracy gave rise to the concept of "sexuality" and led to intensi
fied efforts onmany fronts toget afirmer intellectual grasp onasubject matter that rapidly
seemed to grow ever more complex. Biological, medical, historical, and anthropological
research by von Baer, Darwin, Mendel, Kaan, Morel, Magnan, Charcot, Westphal, Burton,
Morgan, Mantegazza, Westermarck, Krafft-Ebing, Schrenck-Notzing, and others, laid the
foundations of sex research in the modern, more specific sense. Finally, at the turn of the
20th century, the pioneering work of Havelock Ellis, Sigmund Freud, and Iwan Bloch es
tablished the investigation ofsexual problems as a legitimate endeavor in its own right.

The concept of a special scientific and scholarly effort devoted to the understanding of
sex was first proposed by the Berlin dermatologist Iwan Bloch (1872-1922), who also
coined the new term for it: Sexualwissenschaft. The term was first translated as "sexual
science", but this is somewhat misleading, since the German Wissenscbaft comprises both
the natural sciences and the humanities. The translation as "sexology" is therefore prefera
ble, because the Greek root "logos", which is part of the word, traditionally refers to all
powers of reason and therefore to any rational study, to organized knowledge ofany kind.
Thus, the Ladn-Greek hybrid "sexology" simply refers to the theoretical study ofsex, just
as the German original. In this sense, Iwan Bloch may be rightfully called the father of
sexology (or Sexualwissenschaft).

The modern concept ofsexology (i.e. the theoretical study ofsex ot scientia sexualis) is,
of course, to be distinguished from the older concept of erotology (i.e. the practical study



of lovemaking or ars amatoria), Erotological writings like Vatsayana's Kama Sutra and
other Hindu love manuals, indeed even recent Western counterparts like van de Velde's
IdealMarriage or Comfort'sJoy ofSex want to guide the reader to subjective experiences.
They are, in a popular phrase, "how-to books". Sexological writings, in contrast, want to
convey objective insight. In this general sense, therefore, the term "sexological" can also
be applied retroactively to older Western literature, such as Hippocrates' On Semen or
Schurig's Gynaecologia bistorica-medica.

The purely theoretical study of sex had, several decades before Bloch, entered a new
phase of concentration and specialization. 19th-century medicine, elaborating a theme it
inherited from the Age of Enlightenment, began to concern itself more and more with the
bizarre, dangerous, and supposedly unhealthy aspects ofsex. Asearly as 1843, the Russian
physician Heinrich Kaan, in his book Psychopathia Sexualis, offered a classification of
sexual mental diseases, a method that was adapted, greatly expanded and refined over
forty years later by von Krafft-Ebing in another book of the same title. Indeed, this pre-
sexological era of modern sex research was almost exclusively devoted to the study of
people believed to be sick. The sexual manifestationsof their sicknesswere carefully listed
and, as a rule, ascribed to degeneration.

Abroadening of this view could come only from outside medicine and biology as they
were then understood. Indeed, as the work of Iwan Bloch demonstrates, it eventually
came from two hitherto neglected sources—history and anthropology. Bloch, a man of
enormous erudition, who spoke several languages and possessed a personal library of
40,000 volumes, kew from his readings that many supposedly pathological and degener
ate sexual behaviors had always existed in many parts of the globe and among both "primi
tive" and civilized peoples. Therefore, he gradually came to the conclusion that the medi
cal view of sexual behavior was shortsighted and needed to be corrected by his,torical and
anthropological research. He began to see the "sexual psychopathies" as timeless and uni
versal manifestations of the human condition and finally, in the first years of our century,
attacked the notion of sexual degeneration in a seminal study.

The Birth and Early Growth of Sexology
(1908-1933)

I n his monumental study Das Sexualleben unserer Zeit (The Sexual Life of Our Time,
1907), Iwan Bloch offered this programmatic statement:

The author of the present work. . .is. . . convinced that the purely
medical consideration ofthe sexual life, although it must always con
stitute the nucleus ofsexual science, is yet incapable ofdoingfulljus
tice to the many-sided relationships between the sexual and all the
otherprovinces ofhuman life. To do justice to the whole importance
oflove in the life ofthe individual and in that ofsociety, and in rela
tion to the evolution ofhuman civilization, thisparticular branch of
inquiry must be treated in its proper subordination as a part of the
general science of mankind, which is constituted by a union of all
other sciences—ofgeneral biology, anthropology and ethnology, phi- .
losophy andpsychology, the history of literature, and the entire his
tory ofcivilization.



Having tKus mapped out the territory, Bloch proceeded to conquer it. His enormous
erudition allowed him to continue:

In sofar as so comprehensive a mode of treatment is possible to one
individual, the author has endeavored, in his investigation ofthe sex
ual life, to do justice to all these widely divergent points of view, in
order to facilitate a comprehensive and objective consideration of
all the relevantproblems. . . Hitherto there has existed no single com
prehensive treatise on the whole of the sexual life. . . The time is in
deed fully ripe/or an attempt to sift. . . the enormous mass ofavaila
ble material, and topresent the resultfrom a centralizedstandpoint.

This new, centralized standpoint was that of the sexologist, and it soon came to be
shared by others.

Bloch's new concept and his new term were eagerly embraced by admiring colleagues,
and thus, only one year later in 1908, Magnus Hirschfeld was able to edit the first journal
for sexology, xh& Zeitschriftfiir Seocualwissenschaft. With this important publication, sex
ology was formally launched and quickly developed into a thriving academic endeavor.

The following text recapitulates briefly, in chronological order, some of the early accom
plishments:

Journals

Hirschfeld's ZeitschriftfiirSexualwissenschaft was the first journal devoted to sexology as
a science. Planned as a monthly publication, it appeared for only 1 year (1908) in 12 issues
and then was incorporated into another, less specialized journal edited by the young Max
Marcuse. However, as a historical document, this first attempt remains ofenduring interest
and is, in fact, a treasure trove ofsignificant insights. Its scope was appropriately wide: The
very first issue contained an article by Sigmund Freud on "Hysterical Fantasy and Its Rela
tion to Bisexuality", and subsequent issues presented original work by Adler, Abraham,
Stekel and Sadger. Thus, pyschoanalysis was clearly announced as a legitimate part of the
sexological effort. Yet Hirschfeld's editorial ambition reached further. He traveled to Italy
and personally obtained articles from the "grand old men" Mantegazza and Lombroso.
The latter's interest in forensic questions was, of course, shared by Hirschfeld himself,
who appeared as an expert witness in some of the most sensational "sex trials" of his time.
In addition, the journal contained historical, philological, pedagogical, biological, medi
cal, and ethnological articles.

It is important to note in this context that the great Viennese ethnologist Friedrich Salo
mon Krauss served (together with the Leipzig physician Hermann Rohleder) as a co-editor
of the journal and was, in fact, one of the prime movers in broadening the concept of sex
research. His many contributions, and especially his journal Anthropophyteia, deserve
much more attention than they are now receiving in sexological circles.

Eventually, in 1914, on the eve of the First World War, Iwan Bloch and the "Nestor of
German sex research", Albert Eulenburg, made the second attempt at a purley scientific
journal and once more started the ZeitschriftfiXr Sexualwissenschaftas the official organ
of the new;ly founded "Medical Societyfor Sexology and Eugenics" in Berlin. As theystate
in their preface, it intends to serve "the study of medical, natural,and culturalproblems of
sexology". AfterEulenburg'sand Bloch's death, this journal was also edited by Max Mar
cuse and survived until 1932. In the following year, Marcuseescaped to Palestineand later
died as an Israeli citizen.

The historical importanceof thisgreatjournalcanhardlybe exaggerated. Fornearlytwo
decades it collected and published the sexological work of the best minds of its time.



Societies

The Arztliche Gesellschaftfiir Sexualwissenschaft und Eugenik (Medical Society for Sex
ologyand Eugenics) wasfounded in Berlin on February 21,1913 by Bloch, Hirschfeld and
several other interested physicians. It was the first sexological society and, through its
above-mentioned journal, it soon exercised a considerable national and international in
fluence. Beginning with 15 founding members, the membership increased to over 100
within the first year. Also open to non-medical members with academic credentials, the
society held monthly meetings, usually of more than 2 hours, in which papers were pre
sented and discussed. Sigmund Freud, in Vienna, dismissed the society as a forum created
especially for the mistaken ideas of Wilhelm Fliess, but this was a hasty and erroneous
judgment. Although it is true thatFliess was an active participant, thepersonalities of the
other members were much too strong to be dominated by a single view.

It is also remarkable that, only a few months after the first, a second sexological society
was founded in Berlin, the Internationale Gesellschaftfiir Sexualforscbung (International
Society for Sex Research). This rival organization, under the leadership of Albert Moll,
eventually developed into an influential force of its own. It held international congresses
and, ironically, also took over the Zeitschriftfiir Sexualwissenschaftunder the editorship
of MaxMarcuse.

Books

It is impossible, in the present context, to givean adequate account of the rich earlysexo
logical literature. It was, of course, deeply rooted in the 19thcentury, which had already
produced a sizeable numberof seminal works. However, even considering only the first
third of our century before the rise of Hitler, there are so many great, if unjustly forgotten
sexological books, that only the sketchiest outline can be given here.

The most important authors were once again Bloch, Moll, Hirschfeld, and MaxMarcuse.
Of these, Iwan Bloch, the actual "father ofsexology", is perhaps still the least understood.
In addition to his medical, historical, and ethnological studies and his earlier mentioned
Sexual LifeofOur Time(1907), Blochalso made the firstgreat attempt at a comprehensive
sexological standard work. He planned a series of monographs, written by different au
thors, which would cover the entire field. This ambitious project under the tide Handbuch
der gesamten Sexualwissenschaft in Einzeldarstellungen (Comprehensive Handbook of
Sexology in Monographs) remained fragmentary because of the intervening first World
War and Bloch's untimely death. Nevertheless, three volumes appeared: Bloch*s own Die
Prostitution (Prostitution, 2 vols. 1912 and 1925) and Hirschfeld's Die Homosexualitat
des Mannes and des Weibes(Homosexuality of Man and Woman, 1914). Tlie latter study,
based on personal knowledge of over 10,000 individuals, was rightly hailed as the most
thorough work on the subject, an "encyclopedia of homosexuality", whose historical in
troduction alone is still unsurpassed in depth and, even today, would more than justify a
translation. However, it is Bloch's uncompleted and untranslated work which deserves the
greatest attention. He considered prostitution the central problem of sexology, since it
combined the biological and cultural aspects of sex in the most dramatic and obvious
fashion. If ever an author was meant to do this subject justice, it was Bloch. In his hands,
Wilhelm von Humboldt's abandoned plan to write a "History of Whoring" (1778) as a
"History of Human Dependency" would have succeeded, and thus, his inability to finish
the work was a tragedy for our field. We now can only admire the outline and the amazing
scholarship of the completed part of his historical introduction. Nothing comparable has
ever been attempted again.

Albert Moll had, before the turn of the century, already written the first great mono
graphs on homosexuality {Die contrdre Sexualempfindung, 1891) and the nature of the
sexual urge {Untersuchungen iiber die Libido sexualis, 1897). The latter book had a great



and not fully acknowledged influence on Freud, especially since it took infantile sexuality
for granted. Indeed, in 1909, Moll wrote the first comprehensive study devoted to "the
sexual life of the child" Das Sexualleben des Kindes. Finally, in 1911, he edited the first
single sexological handbook Handbuch der Sexualwissenschaften. This work was en
larged and updated in 1926. The two impressive, richly illustrated, yet untranslated vol
umes of tl^edition represent a milestone in sex research. Even by themselves, they were
capable of giving it academic legitimacy. Another remarkable achievement was the
Handworterbuch der Sexualwissenschaft (Hand Dictionary of Sexology, 1923) edited by
Max Marcuse. It contained lengthy articles by recognized authors on all aspects of sexol
ogy The entries dealing with psychoanalytic concepts were written by Sigmund Freud
himself, who thus formally re-established some links with the sexology movement.

However, the most fertile sexological writer was Magnus Hirschfeld. Even before his
great study of homosexuality, he had already written a classic work on transvestism, a term
he himselfhad coined{Die Transvestiten, 1910). Yethis position as the foremost sexologist
was secured by the two major works of his later years: a textbook in three volumes, Sex-
ualpathologie (Sexual Pathology, 1916-20) and his sexological testament, the sum of 30
years of research and experience, a heavy, large-size standard work in five volumes called
Geschlechtskunde (Sexual Knowledge, 1926-30).

Films

Another area of sexological activity that deserves to be recalled is the production of films.
Iwan Bloch, even before the end of the first World War, served as an advisor for a dramatic
film about the problem of syphilis: Es werde Licht (''Let There be Light", 1916-18). This
film was also supported by the Medical Society for Sexology and eventually grew into a
project of several parts. Its director was Richard Oswald, later also successful with non-
sexological films in Berlin and Hollywood. Oswald further made several films in close
collaboration with Magnus Hirschfeld, of which the best known is perhaps Anders als die
Andern ("Different from the Others", 1919), a pl^a for the decriminalization of homosex
ual behavior. In this film, Conrad Veidt, who later played the Nazi officer in "Casablanca"
with Humphrey Bogart, appears as a homosexual violinist who is blackmailed and com
mits suicide. It was the first popular filmever to deal with homosexuality, and at least parts
of it are preserved in various film archives.

How many of the other films made with Hirschfeld are still in existence is unclear.
Hirschfeld himself mentions five films in his last list of publications.

• Another important contribution was the Steinach Film (1923), produced with Austrian
support" by the Berlin film company Ufa. In documentary fashion, it introduced a wider
public to the endocrinological studies of EugenSteinach. This full-length sexological film
was also briefly shown in New York before the Medical Society, but did not find an Ameri
can distributor.

Institute

In 1919, Hirschfeld was able to realize his greatest ambition and to found the world's first
Institutefor Sexology. It washoused inone of Berlin's finestbuildings (aformerresidence
of PrinceHatzfeld, the Germanambassador to France), set up asa foundation, turned over
and accepted by the government. This institute became the center of considerable re
search and therapeutic activity and soon gained recognition world-wide.

Reflecting the interdisciplinary approach ofits founder, the institute was devoted to four
major areas ofresearch: sexualbiology, sexual pathology (medicine), sexual sociology, and



sexual ethnology. Its library housed over 20,000 volumes, 35,000 photographs, large num
bers of objects and works of art. In addition, approximately 40,000 confessions and bio
graphical letters were on file. The staff consisted of Hirschfeld himself, an archivist, a li
brarian, four secretaries, and various assistants. Among the institute's many activities, three
are especially noteworthy: (a) a large premarital counseling practice, the first of its kind in
Germany, (b) regular public lectures and discussions on sexological topics, and (c) a med
ico-legal service for expert testimony, especially in criminal cases. In all of these areas,
Hirschfeld also trained young scholars and scientists, such as the gynecologist Ludwig
Levy-Lenz and Josef Hynie, later professor of sexology in Prague. Moreover, the institute
had visitors from many countries, from Margaret Sanger and Harry Benjamin toJawaharlal
Nehru, Andre Gide and the young Christopher Isherwood. In short, it was an important
cultural asset not only for the city ofBerlin but also for the whole country and, indeed, the
world.

However, on May 6, 1933, a little more than 3 months after Hitler had come to power,
the institute was ransacked by a Nazi mob and its books and papers publicly burned. This
surprisingly early attack on sexology has led to speculation as to its motives. The antise-
mitic impulse was, of course, obvious, but Levy-Lenz, who had been on the staff at the
time, later ascribed the official vandalism to the fact that many prominent Nazis had been
patients and that the institute "knew too much" about the party leadership. ' .

Congresses

Finally, we may remember with pride another great legacy of the early sexology move
ment—international scientific congresses. Here again, Hirschfeld was the pioneer. In
1921, two years after the opening of his institute, he organized the first sexological con
gress in history, the International Meetingfor Sexual Reform on a Sexological Basis in
Berlin. It was one of the first international congresses of any kind in Germany after the
Great War,and the tireless Hirschfeld had managed to assemble an organizing committee of
scientists from Tokyo and Peking to Moscow, Copenhagen, London, Rome and, indeed,
San Francisco (Dr. Victor G. Vecki).

The 6-day congress presented 38 papers in four major areas: (a)Sexual Endocrinology,
(b) Sex and the Law, (c) Birth Control, and (d) Sex Education. It ended with a call for legal
and social reform, a goal that was widely supported, but which also evoked much aca
demic criticism. Albert Moll, for example, Hirschfeld's fellow sexologist and rival, con
demned the congress as mere "propaganda" and, five years later, organized the first,
"purely scientific" International Congressfor Sex Research also in Berlin (1926). It cov
ered roughly the same areas as Hirschfeld's earlier congress, but offered nearly three times
as many speakers. Among these, were Harry Benjamin, Eugen Steinach, Norman Haire and
Bronislaw Malinowski. This was followed by a second and last congress in London in
1930, which was otherwise less distinguished, although it did feature Ernest Jones with a
paper on psychoanalysis.

Hirschfeld, who was more energetic than Moll,succeeded in organizing four more inter
national congresses in Copenhagen (1928), London (1929), Vienna (1930), and Brno
(1932). The .Copenhagen congress led to the founding of the World League for Sexual
Reform, with Hirschfeld, Auguste Forel, and Havelock Ellis as the first presidents. This
organization sponsored the next congresses, and among its speakers were some of the
most impressive personalities of the time: J. H. Leunbach, Norman Haire, Max Hodann,
Kurt Hiller, Helene Stocker, Vera Brittain, MarieStopes, Ernst Grafenberg, Harry Benjamin,
Elise Ottesen-Jensen, Bertrand Russell, George Bernard Shaw, Ernst Toller, Wilhelm Reich,
Friedrich S. Krauss, and Benjamin B. Lindsey. Curiously enough, once the Nazis had seized



control, even countries other than Germany became less hospitable to the open discussion
ofsexual reform. No more congresses could be held, and thus, after Hirschfeld's death, the
league dissolved.

We have, in this summary, deliberately passed over all psychoanalytic contributions,
since Freud and his followers have fortunately found and retained the academic and popu
lar recognition they deserve. To a lesser extent, this is also true of Wilhelm Reich, whose
work is now, at least in part, again being appreciated. Thus, their place in history seems
secure. Wehope to have shown, however, that in the first third ofour century, there was far
more to the study of sex than psychoanalysis, and that, as far as sexology proper is con
cerned, Freud was only a marginal figure.

Unfortunately, this brief tribute does not permit a closer examination of these issues. Let
us, however, emphasize as strongly as possible that to honor the memory of our unjustly
forgotten pioneers is more than an overdue act of piety or intellectual restitution. It is, in
fact, an indispensable first step in raising our own consciousness. If we do not regain our
past that has been stolen from us, we sexologists will not have the academic future to
which we are otherwise well entitled.

And let it be understood that the rediscovery of our roots also involves a new under
standing of the whole scientific, cultural, social, and political context in which they are
embedded. After all, the Vienna of Friedrich S. Krauss, Sigmund Freud, Eugen Steinach,
and Wilhelm Reich was also the Vienna of Mahler, Schonberg, Klimt, Schiele, Loos,
Weininger, Wittgenstein, Schnitzler, Hofmannsthal, Karl Kraus, and the young, unem
ployed Adolf Hitler.

Berlin, in Hirschfeld's lifetime, changed from a quiet, almost rural Prussian town into the
large German capital and hectic metropolis. He, as well as Eulenburg, Bloch, Moll, and Max
Marcuse lived through the most extraordinary scientific upheavals, technological innova
tions, cultural breakthroughs, social upheavals and political changes. Berlin was the city of
Bismarck and Bebel, Rosa Luxemburg and Walter Rathenau, Fontane and Doblin, Menzel
and Liebermann, Zille and Grosz, Max Reinhardt, Brecht, Weill, and Piscator, the great film
companies and the small cabarets; it was Kaiser Wilhelm's imperial residence and the heart
of "Weimar culture". All of this had its impact on our pioneers. It constituted the climate in
which sexology was conceived and could grow.

Sexology Since World War II

A
xVfter the Second World War, sexology experienced a renaissance in America through
the efforts of Alfred C. Kinsey. His training and experience as a zoologist made him well
suited for the task of taking a large-scale, strictly empirical survey ofactual sexual behavior
in the United States. With their two monumental studies, the so-called Kinsey Reports
{Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, 1948, and Sexual Behavior in the Human Female,
1953), Kinsey and his co-authors made a new, significant, and non-medical contribution to
sex research. Moreover, it could honestly be called sexological in the sense demanded by
Bloch, because it was the result of interdisciplinary teamwork. As Kinsey himself made
clear in the "Historical Introduction" to the first volume:

Throughout the nine years ofstudy, many hours have been spent in
consultation with specialists outside this staff, particularly in thefol
lowing fields: Anatomy, animal behavior, anthropology, astronomy
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(statistical), biology, child development, criminal law, endocrinol-

0Sy> gs^ercilphysiology, genetics, gynecology, human physiology, in
stitutional management, law enforcement, marriage counseling,
medicine (various branches), military authorities, neurology, obstet
rics, penology, psychiatry, psychoanalysis, psychology (general), psy
chology (clinical), psychology (experimental), public health, public
opinion polls, sex education, social work, sociology, statistics, urol
ogy, venereal disease.

Kinsey further explained that he did not expect future sex research to remain restricted
to this preliminary list. He therefore offered a broad outline of a basic sexological library,
which, in his opinion, had to cover at least all of the following fields:

Biology, psychology, sociology, anthropology, medicine, marriage
counseling, child development, personnelprograms, public opinion
surveying, radio programs, philosophy, ethics, religion, education,
history, law, law enforcement, literature, arts, and erotica.

As one can see, Kinsey's interests ranged wide, and indeed he succeeded in amassing a
substantial library and collection along the lines he had indicated. Unfortunately, with his
untimely death in 1956, and with the loss of previous financial support, his ambitious
research programs for the future had to be curtailed drastically. Since then, the Kinsey
Institute, under the directorship ofPaul H. Gebhard continued its work on a reduced scale.
Recently the directorship has been taken over byJune M. Reinisch.

In the last few decades scientific attention has again shifted to medical and physiological
studies. Mainly under the impact of two other pathbreaking books. Human Sexual Re
sponse (1966) and Human Sexual Inadequacy (1970) by William H. Masters and Virginia
Johnson, researchers have concentrated on treating thesexual dysfunctions of^he individ
ual (or at most, the couple). As a result, the social and historical dimensions of sex have
largely been neglected.

Thus, in the public mind, sexology is today often associated with "sex therapy", a medi
cal, paramedical, or quasimedical enterprise. This perception is, of course, wrong about
both sexology in general and sex therapy in particular. After all, the latter is, to a large
extent, no longer based on a medical model, but rather on various learning models of
human behavior. Consequendy, many sex therapists are not members of the medical pro
fession, and the people they treat are no longer called patients, but clients. Nevertheless,
there are still strong tendencies on the part of many therapists and researchers to borrow
respectability from the medical establishment and to reintegrate sexology into medical
schools as a specialty for physicians.

However, its own historical development tells us that sexology, properly understood,
cannot grow on this narrow basis. The exploration and manipulationof physical and psy
chological responses is, at best, a sexological side issue. The holy aura of "therapy" should
not blind us to the dangers of uncritical, ahistorical specialization. Indeed, we must realize
that the academic dominance ofa purely medical sexology would be a throwback to Victo
rian times, in spite of its increased technological sophistication. We deceive ourselves if we
expect significant progress in understanding human sexuality by putting our faith in the
mindlesscollectionof more "data" or in the refinement of therapeutic techniques. Rather,
the study ofsex must firstgaina criticalconsciousness of its own originand historical role.
After all, "human sexuality" or "sexual behavior" andsimilar constructs whichnow figure
as the "objects" of sexology, are not concrete, finite, and clear-cut entities that can be
touched, weighed, or measured. Instead, they are concepts which weredeveloped in the
course ofa continuing larger historical process. All the key words, phrases, expressions,
andconcepts ofmodern sexology were unknown to theclassical writers of thepast. "Sex- ^
uality", "homosexuality", "sexual behavior", "sex drive", "sexual response", "sexual
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dysfunction",—none of these terms can be found in the Bible, in Homer,Aristotle, Dante,
Shakespeare, Voltaire, or Goethe. Neither would the American FoundingFathers haveun
derstood them. Indeed, even today the exact meaning of these concepts remainsunclear
to the extent that their historical origin remains unexamined. This becomes immediately
obvious when one looks for their definition in dictionaries, encyclopedias, or professional
textbooks. The current definitions are either tautological or carry a whole systemof un
questioned, but unwarranted assumptions. These assumptions, in turn, can be understood
only on the basis ofa historical analysis. In short, the study of sex is, above all, a study of
ideas, and, as it turns out, very often the study of foolish ideas. Sexology is therefore
mainly Ideologiekritik, or the critical examination of ideologies.

Fortunately, there are some counterforces which try to rectify the present sexological
imbalance, and which seek to reconnect sexology with its long and honorable lost tradition.

An important and meaningful link to the past has been the reconvening of World Con
gresses of Sexology in Paris (1974), Montreal (1976), Rome (1978), Mexico City (1979),
Jerusalem(1981), and Washington (1983). These congresses have, once again, taken up the
work originally started by Hirschfeld and Moll.

Furthermore, several European universities (Prague, Hamburg, Frankfurt, and Leuven
[Belgium]) now have departments ofsexology, and in the United States there are a number
of undergraduate and graduateHumanSexuality Programs. In SanFrancisco, asexological
graduate school. TheInstitutefor Advanced Study ofHuman Sexuality, even awardsaca
demic degrees specifically in sexology

Still, the goal envisioned by Ellis, Freud, Bloch, Hirschfeld, Moll, Marcuse and other
sexological pioneers has not nearly been approached, much less reached everywhere. As
sex research advances, the variety of goalsand methods in a multitude of disciplinesitself
creates a problem of correlation and evaluation. The loss of perspective is therefore a
constant direat. In other words, Bloch'ssexological "centralized standpoint" is more im
portant then ever.

12
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In 19th-centuryEurope, the scientificstudy of sex produced a great number of books which prepared the way
for the development of sexology as a science in its own right. Among the most important forerunners are:

1.

Austria:Richardvon Krafft-Ebing and his famous collection of case studies Psycbopathia Sexualis (1886).
«

2.

Italy:The firstscientific journal devoted exclusively to sexual questions. Editedby Pasquale Penta(1896).
England: Havelock Ellis and his first study on Contrary Sexual Feeling. Originallypublished in German (see
next page).

Switzerland: Auguste Forel and his book TheSexual Question (1905).



Ellis' first book on sexual questions, Sex
ual Inversion or Contrary Sexual Feeling,
ran into censorship problems in England,
but in translation had a deserved impact in
Germany. As a result, Ellis established con
tact with Iwan Bloch and other German
sexologists.

Letter from Havelock Ellis to Iwan Bloch,
dated Dec. 4, 1900:

Dear Dr. Blocb,
Your book has arrived and I am now reading it
with much interest. Sofar as I havegot, I thinkyour
general statements are quite sound.

. lA ^

KONTRARE

GESCHLECHTSGEFUHL

HAVELOCK ELLIS

J.A. SYMONDS

•^R/cr\A£.-.ifSGJS£

DESORfiT fSTSR MIWIRKLSC

DR. HANS KURELLA

GEORG H. WIGAND'S VERLAG

1S46

Here and thereyou are inclined to accept as typical
what are mere individual eccentricities (always
very common in England), but [find very little to'
disagree with. —/ look forward with great interest
to readingyour Marquis de Sade.

Jt' ^

/fy^ Ce-

Ci^UZLi- -fi-

AJL



IWAN BLOCK (1872-1922)—THE "FATHER OF SEXOLOGY

DasSexualleben

unserer Zeit
in seinen Beziehungen zurmodernan Kultur.

Dr. med. Iwan Bloch,
6p«iltrArrt fQf wnd In 8«'(lfl*Ch«rloR»4ibMr(
21 :: ten ..Uripi^ng 4*^ drphUU' ttc. •(«. s: ;;

41.—60. Tausend.

«*. 8u<*»ot>yp«Au^<f.

Berlin SW. 61.

Loui> Mvcu* Verlagebucnhindlung.

Many thanks for your kind remarks about my
book. I quite agree that the great majority ofhomo
sexual cases are vicious (though even in these there
is often a morbid element) but I am personally
chiefly interested in the study ofthose cases that are
not vicious.

^ '-a*,,

t- rcrr

i" ' I i__

1:

10.

Iwan Bloch developed the concepc ofSex-
ualivissenschaft or sexology.
11.

Bloch's great study The Sexual Life ofOur
Time{,\9Ql).

I by no means think that inversion is harmless, but
while I think that a man who injures a young boy is
dangerous, I think also that a man who injures a
young girl is also dangerous.

Very truly yours,
Havelock Ellis

C '̂6^ /li/ Ai-C
tlUUL
C, / Cy-l~^
/t/lUi

c lJU,

e. ?•?—'"»- Ot^2-,CiZX'



THE FIRSTJOURNAL FOR SEXOLOGY Al^D ITS EDITORS

12.13.
The Editor:

In 1908, Magnus Hirschfeld founded
and edited the first Journal for Sexol
ogy as a monthly publication. It re
mained independent for one year (12 is
sues) and then was combined with Max
Marcu§e's journal Sexual-Probleme.

ember 1908

Zeilschriff fiir

iexualwissenschafl.
Unter redaktloneller MUwirkung von

Dr. Friedr. S. Krauss, Wien und Dr.Herm. Rohieder, Leipzig

herau$g«geb«n von

Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld.

JsKr|An| . . nU. ft.—
OoMllittt . . mk. I.—

}ifirll(h 12 HcfU IllMrit*

p«iiis>iit«onj.

Inhalf:
Zur Methodik der Sexualwissenschaft.

Von Or. M. Hirsehfeld.

Versehledenheiten im Llebesleben des Weibes u. des Mannes.
Von Dr. phil. H«ten» Stdckar.

l9t die kontrare Sexualempftndung heilbar?
Von Or. S- Sadger, Narvtnarjt In Wt«n.

Oer gesetzmSssige Austausch der Keimelemente bei der
Qeschiechtlichen Fortpflanzung-
Von Geh. SanlUl«rat Dr. Konr. Kuster-Gertin,

Erwlderung.
Van Or. med. Wllhelm Hammer-Rixdorf.

Buchbesprechungen.
Von Pet*r Hamechar.

Materialien,
Ein Brief Heinr. von Klalsta. MitgeUMtv. Prof. Dr. Max Katie.
EJn litBrarfsches Dokumefit temporirer Inversion. Mitgeteilt
III. •. Nachwort von Harm. MiehaSlle-Cliarlotten&urg.

An unsre Leser.
Von Dr. M. Hirtchfald.

Leipzig ° Georg H. UIgand's Uerlag
Ausgabe or/oJgt am ts.fedea Monata.

The Co-editors: The ethnologist Friedrich Salomon
Krauss, Vienna also published a journal Anthro-
pophyteia (among the co-editors were Iwan Bloch,
Berlin and Franz Boas, New York).

The physician Hermann Rohleder, Leipzig, who had
also published "Lectures on the Sex Drive and the
Sexual Life of Man."



SEXOLOGY AND PYSCHOANALYSIS





Albert Moll, a physician in Berlin, founded the In
ternational Societyfor Sex Research in 1913 and or
ganized its first congress in 1926.

Albert Moll and three of his important early works
on sexual questions:

24.

"Contrary SexualFeeling"(Homosexuality), 1891.

"Investigationson the Libido sexualis," 1897 (This
book greatly influenced Freud).

'The Sexual Life of the Child," 1909.

Untersuchungen

Libido sexualis

Dr. med. AI.UI-RT MOLI.

ALBERT MOLL (1862-1939)

koDtrare SexQalempfindDDg;

Slit KrttuUuit aAiilirbcn

Dr. med. Albert Moll

Or. H. T. Kntrutblnc

lERlllt •>.

nsCKKil'3 HtDK't.VlkrilK BUUIlllAXSt.D.fU

Sexualleben des Kindes

Or. Albert Moll

•0 rev. v«i'i



HELENE STOCKER AND THE

ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OFMOTHERS

Muttersdiutz.
Zeitschrift zur Reform der se;(ue1len Ethik.

Bundes fur nulterschul;.

Dr. phil. Helene Stocker,

»••♦«••••• I. j4hrgon9.

Sexual-Probleme.
Per Zeitsciirift ^Mutterschutz" neue Folge.

Dr. med. Max Mareuss.

0 Q Q • Q 4, Johr^on^. o a Q • O

In 1905 the feminist Dr. Helene Stocker founded,
together with Max Marcuse and others, the Associa
tion for the Protection of Mothers (Bund fur Mut-
terschutz). As its president and first editor of its jour
nal, Stocker fought for the rights of "illegitimate"
mothers and children, a new sexual morality, and
the right to abortion. After World War I, she increas
ingly turned to pacifism. Fleeing from Nazi Ger
many, she eventually came to the United States,
where she died in 1943. No other woman had a
greater influence on the direction of early sexology.
Especially strong was her friendship with Iwan
Bloch and Magnus Hirschfeld.

27.

Helene Stocker.

The journal Mutterschutz (Protection of Mothers)
edited by Helene Stocker, 1905.

29.

edited by Max Marcuse and retitled "Sexual Prob
lems", 1908.

edited by Max Marcuse and incorporating Hirsch-
feld's earlier "Journal for Sexology", 1909.

Sexual-'Prbbleine
Zeitschrift {OrSexualwissenscliaft iind S»iia1polit!fi

Hsrausgeber Dr. med. rUnx IHareuse

1909 loaaar

Erzieiiunzsrefortnea zur Erzielunz besserer
Ebecndellcbkeiten.
Fr»r»«Mr dr. I, QiHIII. Sugtit^

UOMrw EnieKuo; in 5ehiii« und IUms ndlicb
*0. Bch ibro loxiAlea Aufgibta zu btiiaan. Dte

tur Imno PlifM S^. diss di« Schul-
fvffai fiUj Ubeo. nicht fur di« Scbule tu kracn babe, toll
ru Ebno koBUD«fl uniS Oe»efralnft crlul(m. ?un Lebeo.
du Irnw V9r ftUcQ: iiu di« Ebe.

AJI» Ersiebuu^. di« voa der Eiivmo^Kcbkeit veg odtf
an ihr v^rWifubn. ist verfciJt iitc such die hrchUcbf.
dia ia$ Kl«u«f uad in Itn B«rehriiuhl hiiicioAuiidrt. Ua&
jUM sich durch SuplimnA beirrta: )Ieru«Lcu,
(li« aiil ZQuj;ui;;;wrnn»n uuti nut d*:!)) Trieb uch
^MchlMhUlicbe .'iriil. dvu B«nif. KiuJer
in dl« 211 KiMQ. Da die Natur cbet\Si) Cuiu<v Ut. «olil
uoch -ctvi««#r,.\U ir;;?Qd cinv Vtrcliliclic ut dilrfU'u
tiorcoal elcrilcndtn Mcnscbeti .in der und Gottlieb-
k«i( (lef Z«u-un^knrt utid der Kcrtpflauiun^uitrtuls
(fii Ci ii( «ine krsitVlaft? S*crirruii7 dcr Gei$t«r.

lio dtr Oocth^K durch ilio dureb Zer*
siorufig d«f SaivicUuapVctte. iu — durch die Ef*
letan^ d« Ltfbcai gliube/i dic&ett £Uauu«u \V«aA« nat
Ooirb«\( ^b(. M auM «i «in« Cftirlicet dts Ltb«n$s«ta. mtd
iHo lUU^OQ, di« iimi metHx nnd fifert. rr



MAX MARCUSE (1877-1963) -THE AUTHOR

Max Marcuse, a physician in Berlin, was one of the
pioneers of sexology. In 1905, he was a co-founder
of the Mutterscbutzbund (Association for the Pro
tection of Mothers) and edited its journal. Later he
became the editor of the Journalfor Sexology. He
was forced to fiee Germany in 1933 and died in
Israel.

Max Marcuse (in uniform during World War I) and
one of his early books;

32.

"The Dangers of Sexual Abstinence for Health",
1910.

33.

Max Marcuse in old age and his last book, published
in Germany:

34.

"ABC Guide through Sexuality and Eroticism",
1963.

-1

Die Gefahren

der sexuellen Abstinenz
ii\p

die Gesundheit

Dr. Morcu^c.

V^i:!



MAX MARCUSE-THE EDITOR

1 i-L

r>^ ^ :.

i //j

•ft/;' • 1

ms^

ARCHIV

SEXUALFORSCHUNG

!MTtRS«TIOn»L«>«eS£USC«ifT «• SMUAlfORVrtU^lC

DR. MAX MARCUSE

ABHANDLUNGEN
AUS OEM GEBIETE DER

SEXUALFORSCHUNG

6«9«ns<haft Rir SoKuolforiehung **•

^ Dr. MAH MARCUSE. Bcrim

A. MAIlCUS&lW£SERSVERC.A<j.BONN

Max Marcuse wieldedan enormousand verybenefi
cial influence as an editor of sexological journals
and other periodicals.

Max Marcuse in his dermatological practice in

"Archive for Sex Research".

37. -

"Treatises from the Field of Sex Research".

38.

Thelast issue of thefamous "Journal for Sexology".
(Initslastyears, the titlehadagain beenexpanded to
"Journal for Sexology and Sexual Politics." See also
number 30 on page 20.)

Zeitschrift

Sexualwissenschaft
und Sexualpolitik

E>.Max Marcute, Berlin

Band XVin
l«}1 kh Mk« igji

^ Mfl/cua tt K.Webof'i Vf rU* / RoflJn



THE FIRST GREAT STANDARD WORKS OF SEXOLOGY

IIANDIILCH

SEXUALVVISSENSCHAFTEN
HANOeUCH OER

CESA.HTEN SCXUAtWISSCNSCHAIT
IS eiNZELDARSTEUUNCeN

nnu-sccut tk. *• ivan •tons Die Prostitution
•rr MsosaKMi* BzaOcuiamcvxo on
tl-LTrBOCICHICIITUIlin IIUIKBI,-:iOKS

nrm afrviiKnM vw

m. %t9C»A9 ft mTTU. lArtMOl
uu» u «m Munw jaooumv wmwa
Ok ttfC» tst»t*01* ten. Om.fcWSnOtSM I*
•ma m raorcHM o» s.xsstt»ia vnsMw

•ISACtWCUCMX

Dl ALBRRT m.L BERUN

KIT ••• AMti»rai*CK V»» *1 TAmJi

DIE PROSTITUTION

I.

Dr. med Iwan Bloch

39. 40.

41.

39.

Albert Moll,ed. "Handbook of the Sexual Sciences", 1911.

40.

IwanBloch, ed. "Comprehensive Handbook of Sexology in Monographs" vol. I—"Prostitution", 1912.
First World War I and then Bloch's untimely deathprevented thecompletion of this ambitious project. Only
three volumes appeared.

41.

Max Marcuse ed. "Hand Dictionaryof Sexology", 1923.

42.

Magnus Hirschfeld, "Sexual Knowledge" 5 vols. 1926-1930.

UANIDWteTlilRIBUClia 1»EIR

Enzyklopadie der natur- und kulturwissen-
schaftlichen Sexualkunde des Menschen

herausgegeben voa

MAX MARCUSE

A. MARCUS & E.WEBERS VERLAG

(Dr. JUT. Albert Ahn)
BONN 1923

42.

Gesdiledhtskunde
aufCrund dreifiigjihriger Forschimg und

Erfahfung be«rbeitet ^

Dr.Maghus Hirsdifeld
5anjUtsr«t und Wicndtr Arrt

dcs (rutltuis f6r in Berlin

LBand:

Die korperseelischen Grundiagen

19 2 6

Julius Putlmann, Verlagsbucfihandlung, Stuttgart

23



THE SCIENTIFIC-HUMANITARIAN COMMITTEE

isj

24

flsv Wissenschafllich-humaniiares Komif^e.
m ?==s;;3=»=.. ^

Am Soiinlng. ticii i::. .Inminr I'.Mll Nnilim. :!.30 iindel

in rter Wolinitng an Untrrzeichneleii Chnrlollenbiirj;.
B»r!iner-Slr. nn dip V1^HntijJLrCoji£er^z slnil.
In welchfr abfr die Bcl r»i itiijj eler Ho:,osexuel len vom

Siral'geselz bericluel uiid bernlen wird.

Sie wrrden hierniii ergebensl einseladen. Cttsle.
d»reti Einruhruns gewQnschl wird. bine vorlier anzu*

metden.

Mil v^;:03licher Hochachtung

Elntrlttskarte

lsC
Hoppn

I

43.

jahrbuch

sexuelle Zwischenstufen

mit besonil«r«r BerSekilehllgunr d"

Homosexualitat.

II<fniui^.|;TbcD

ur.tcr Mitwirkung numhafler Autoren

in Nanim il«

wls>tnwha(UIeh-huintsIUr«n ComlUai

voo

Dr. mcd. Magnus Hirschfeld,
|>ralil. Ant m tliarlititmlinrr

Jahrgang.

Lei pile
V»rl«e ton Mu Spohr.

JOOO.

44.

In response to the Oscar Wilde Trial and
other notorious cases, Magnus Hirsch
feld founded, in 1897, the Scientific-hu
manitarian Committee, the world's first
"Gay Rights" organization. Its major
aim was the abolition of § 175, the Ger
man sodomy law.

43.

Invitation to a meeting of the Commit
tee, 1901
and

Ticket of admission to a meeting of the
Committee, 1913.

44.

In 1899, The Committee published the
"Yearbook for Sexual Intermediate
Stages", the first scientific periodical on
homosexuality and for two decades the
best and most comprehensive publica
tion in its field. Shown here is a title
page.

45.

Cartoon by Olaf Gulbransson from
"Simplicissimus."

Tourist to farm girl: "Excuse me, are
you perhaps a sexual intermediate
stage?"



HIRSCHFELD'S INSTITUTE FOR SEXOLOGY (1919-19^},)

ii

Tt wrz'X':

In 1919 Hirschfeld founded the world's first Institute for Sexology in Berlin. Originally built for the famous
violinist Joseph Joachim, the house had belonged to Prince Hatzfeld, German Ambassador to France, before it
was purchased by Hirschfeld.

Work at the Institute was organized in four departments: Sexual Biology, Sexual Medicine, Sexual Sociology,
and Sexual Ethnology. This same division was also used for the enormous collections of material housed in the
building in addition to a large research library The staff consisted of Hirschfeld himself, an archivist, a librar
ian, four secretaries, various assistants and housekeeping personnel.

Among the manyservices of the Institute, three are especially noteworthy: 1.Apremarital counseling center
(the first in Germany), 2. a public lecture and discussion circle with weekly meetings, and 3. a medico-legal
service, providing expert testimony, especially in criminal cases.

Ninetypercent of the work done by the Institute was provided free of charge, the greaterpart of the income
being derived from a sex therapy clinic and from publications.



THE INSTITUTE FOR SEXOLOGY-INTERIOR VIEWS

|S2

Hirschfeld s young disciple andsecretary Karl Giese isshown during the regular Saturday public guided tours
of the Institute.

•uiu.ii- »asEa

. .. .

^r-?:J
5*-.j;ia
Si.^Ti

Giese lecturing on the stage of the Institute's Ernst-Haeckel hall. Visible are the busts of Darwin (left) and
Haeckel (right) and these mottos: "True purity ispuretruth"(top) and"As love springs from life solife sorines
from love" (bottom). ok©



The First Sexological Congress 1921.

In 1921, Hirschfeld organized the first Iri-
temational Congress for Sexual Reform
on a Sexological Basis in Berlin, This 6-
day congress presented 38 papers in four
major areas; Sexual Endocrinology; Sex
and the Law; Birth Control; Sex Education.

Opening session in the Langenbeck-Vir-
chow Haus, Berlin.

The World League for Sexual Reform.

In 1928 Hirschfeld organized, with the
help of J. H. Leunbach. the World League
for Sexual Reform, whose first congress
was held in Copenhagen. Hirschfeld him
self, Havelock Ellisand Auguste Forel were
elected the first three presidents.

50.

Announcement of the Copenhagen Con-

SEXUAL REFORM

WELTLIGA FOR SEXUALREFORM
W. L S. R

INTERNATIONALER KONGRESS
KOPENHACEN

I.-). JULI 1918



THE WORLD LEAGUE FOR SEXUAL REFORM

ti' I -

In Copenhagen, the congress program offered,
among other things, papers by Hirschfeld on "Sex
ual Reform", Dora Russellon "Sex Education", J.H.
Leunbach on "Contraception", and Pasche-Oserski
on "Sex Legislation".

The congress in session.

The World League for Sexual Reform soon gained
momentum and, with the help of Norman Haire, or
ganized the next congress in London. This was fol
lowed by a still larger congress in Vienna.

Letter from Forel to Hirschfeld on the occasion of
the WLSR London congress;

Dear Sexual Reformers,
an old cripple like myself can only send
you a greeting with my best wishesfor the
success ofyour congress in September

In my opinion thefuture of all sexual re
form lies in eugenics, in international
world peace, and this in contrast to the ka-
kogenics of war, capitalism and alcohol
consumption. These are the three chief
devils ofmankind.

Forgive me this short and simple state
ment. May you act accordingly.

Yourfaithful comrade-in-arms

Dr. August Forel
formerly professor at theUniversity of
Zurich

Xvorne 14 VIII 1929

Herrn Dr. Hirschfeld .

Iletie Seiaalre Corner,

Bin alter gebreahlUher Eriippel wle ioh, Icann Ihnen Wos

elnen Orusa mit tieaten ffiinaahen fUr den Brfolg Ihrea Kongresaea tm

Septester sehiokea.

Melner Anaicht nach llegS die Zukunft aller Sexuaarefornsn.

in der Sugenik, Im InSernaClonalen WalttrLeden, nnd diea In Cegenaata

zur Kakogenik der Krlege, dea Kapttaliamua und der AUcoholtrlnksltten.

Dies slnd die drei Houptteufel der Menaohhelt.

Veraelhen Sle dlese kurae und bundlge.Erklarung. Mijgen Sle

darnach bandeln.

IhT getreuer MltkSopCercucA inj. «k«8r ^
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THE WLSR CONGRESSES IN LONDON (1929) AND VIENNA (1930)

ANNAI, CONVKNTION

M. Ilirsvhfvld-Iierlin opened Uw: General Meulin^j and rend a iMisiiw.*-
rcpiirl on the World League; the lalUT lias a prcficnl 182 intlivi.lual
nu»mlH»rs. and, with the affiliated associations, a total nuMnljcrship of
lao.ooo.

Vnclu't-Paris read an expose dealing with the tasks and the Uulc*
of the World League.

IlirschfeJd'Bcrlin pointe<l out that a statute was already in oxistonr".
and, according to same, motions for alterations of the Rules had to
reach the Exeaitive Committee not later than 4 weeks prior to Con
gress, nnd that Vachet's suggestions were already forming an essential
part of ihe statute and the demands of the World League.

Krische-Derlin reported on the decisions of the Executive Committer
at their meetings af 15th June, 6lh and 28lh A^jgust 1930.

Accordingly the Executive Committe put forward the following pro
positions; August Forel and llavelock Ellis to be elected honorary pre
sident. Magnus Hirsch!eld-Berlin, Horman Haire-London, J. Leunbnch-
Copenhagen, to be elected presidents. Mr. and Mrs. Riese-Frankfurt.
Mr. and Mrs. Krische-Derlin, Vachet-Paris, Batkis-Moscow, Friedjung-
Vienna to be elected members of the Executive Committee. According
to a decision of the Ilird Congress held in London, the next Congress
is to be held in Moscow. After due communication with the competent
quarters in Sowjet Russia the Executive Committee propose June I9.*^2
with the following Agenda:

1. Marxism and Sexual Problems;

2. Sexual Lay Morals;
3. Sexual Ethnology;
4. Sex Equality;
5. Anti-conceptional imethods;
6. The sexual misery of the prisoners.

These proposals have been approved by the general meeting. . The
following further items ha\"e been added to the Agenda of the Mosrow
Congress:

7. Inner %Secreluon;

8. Interruption of pregnancy;
9. Intoxicants and Sexuality;

10. The Modern Sexual Penal Code.

It was further derided that the Moscow Congress shoultl Ik* ftitlowed

by a Congress in Paris in Jieptember 1933.
Prior to the clertion of the members of the International ('.nininilln*

II inolion by Krisrhr-Brrlin, prompted by a siigg»'*li«»» from

XWll

53.
Resolution, Congress in Vienna 1930.
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The last WLSR congress washeld in Brno, Czechoslovakia. Plans to holdfurther congresses in Paris, Moscow
or Chicago could not be realized.

54,

Congress participants at the statue of Gregor Mendel in Brno.

55.

The congress in session.

At the presiding table; (from left to right) Norman Haire, Hirschfeld, Leunbach and two unidentified men.
Behind Haire an announcement in German about Haire's film on "The Grafenberg Ring" (lUD) with the re
mark: "Only for physicians!"

-•(Wjtt
f. ^
'j! '

/IAulI

mest

• ::V'.x •

^y'-..

MwWsm



THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR SEX RESEARCH

In 1926 Albert Moll organized the first Interna
tional Congressfor Sex Research in Berlin.

The congress offered over a hundred presentations,
among them papers by Max Marcuse, Bronislaw Ma-
linowski, Harry Benjamin, Norman Haire, and Dora
Russell.

Opening ceremony in the plenary hall of the Ger
man parliament Oct. 10, 1926.

57.

Albert Moll.
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iDbeirsicht
uber die

Verhandlungen und Veranstaltungen desJi^^hte^naU^ KesgressesfOrSexualforscliung
Sonntag, den 10.0kteber1926

vormitta^ 11 Uhr EroffnimsssitziiBg im Plenarsitzungssaal des Reichsttges.
Im AnschluB an die Eroffnungssitzunj geschaftliche Sitzung der Mitglieder der Inter-
nationalen Gesellsdiaft fur Sexualforsoiung (Ingese).
Abends 9 Uhr Empfang durch dieKoBgressIeitnng im Hotel Atlantic „Dtr Kaiserhpf",
freier Eintritt fur die Kongressteilnehmer gegen Vorweisung derKongressteilnehmerkarte.

Montag, den 11. Oklober 1926
9 bis 1 Uhr nnd 3 bis 7 Uhr Kongressverfaandliuigen,
8 Uhr abends Vorfuhrung von KQltorfiUmen aus dem Filmardiiv der Universum Film-
Aktiengesellschaft (Ufa) im kleinen Horsaal des Langenbeck-Virchow>Hauses.

Dienslag, den 12. Oktober 1926
9 bis 1 Ubr and 3 bis 7 Uhr Koa^essrerhandliu^n,
Abends frei.

MItlwoch, den 13. Oklober 1926
9 bis 1 Uhr Kongressrerhandltm^B,
2'/* bu S\'i Uhr Besichtigungen (s-BMilteilungen" fur die Kongressbesucher). Aufbruch
punktlich 2 Uhr vom Langenbeck-Virchow-Haus.
Abends gemeinsames Abendessen; Tanz (s. „Mitteilungen").

Donnerstag, den 14. Oktober 1926
9 bis 1 Uhr ond 3 bis 7 Uhr Kongressverhandlungen,
Abends Festvorstellung in der Staatsoper „Salome" unter personlicher Leitung von
Richard Strauss. Meldungen betm Kongressburo bis mittags 12 Uhr. Zur Verfiigung
stehen 200 PlStze. Beriicksichtigt werden in erster Linie auswartige Teilnehmer.

Freitag, den 15. Oktober 1926
9 bis 1 Uhr nnd 3 bis 7 Uhr Kongressverhaodlnngeo,
Abends 77* Uhr Bierabeud, veranstaltet von der Berliner Arzteschaft im Kaisersaal
des Restaurants. ZooIogiacher Gartea (niilirfcs s. ..Miltcilungen").

Sonnabend, den 16. Oktober 1926
9 bis 1 Uhr and 3 bis 7 Ubr Kongressvcrhaudlungen,
Abends 8 Uhrzwangloses Zusammcnsein; GroBes Spandauer Zimmer desBerliner Ratskeller
imBerlinerRathaus,KonigstraBe.

Samtliche wissenschaftlichen Sitzungen finden im .Langenbeck-VirchowHanS} Berlin NW,
Luisenstr. 58 statt. Es stehen drei Sale zur Verfugung: A, B, C. Alle allgemeinen Sitzungen
werden in dem groBen Vortra^ssaalc A abgehalten. Die Sektionssitzungen finden in A, B,C statt.

Eswird aufeinerTafel imVorraum stetsmitgeteiltwerden, im welchemSaaI(A,BiQ diebetreffende
Sektion tagt.

Die arabischen Nummern der Vort.-age geben nidit ohne weiteres die Reihenfolge der Vor-
trage an, sondem sind Kennzeichen fiir eine leichtere Orientierung.

Die Vortragenden, die noch keinc Auszuge ihrer Vortrage geliefert haben, werden gebeten,
diese umgehend im KongreBburo abzugcben.

Diskussion.
Wer zur Diskussion sprechen will, wird gebeten, dem Schriftfiihrer einen Tag vorher sdirift-

lich mitzuteilen, zu welchem Vortrage er zu sprechen wunscht. Der Verhandlungsleiter ist be-
rcchtigt, auch soldie Meldungen zu bcrticksichtigen, die erst spater erfolgen.

FQr jeden Diskussionsredner ist eine Zeit von fiinf Minuten vorgesehen. Doch hat der Ver
handlungsleiter das Recht, diese Zeit auf zehn Minuten, in Ausnahmefallen auch noch weiter zu
verlangern. ^Ebenso ist der Verhandlungsleiter berechtigt, die Diskussion zu verschieben, so daB
die Diskussion eines Vortrages erst nadi Abhaltung anderer Vortrage erfolgt. Er ist auch be-
rechtigt, die Diskussion zu Vortragen, die in einer der allgemeinen Sitzungen gehalten werden, in
die entsprechende Sektion zu verlegen.

Die Diskussionsredner werden gebeten, ilire Diskussion.sbem»rrkun^en zwecks Drucklegung selbst
nicderzuschrcibcn. piskussionsformularc und Blelsitifle stflio'i In-I ili-n Schriftfuhrern zurVerfugung.

58.



THE SEX RESEARCH CONGRESSES IN BERLIN (1926) AND LONDON (1930)
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Program summary of the Berlin congress.

59.

Participants at the Berlin congress.

VERMAINDLUNC.EN
DKS 1. 1>TI!B\UIC1N»I,KN KH1i;il>.S«K5 Ki ll

SEXUALFORSCHUNG
nKRLIN VOM 1Q. KIS ]6. OKTClltKH I9}6

vkran>t.\ltet von O^R

lMKft>*TlON*LK:* CK^RU.SOH.^fT Fl/ft 5F.Xr M,K SU

Dn-MAX^IARCIISK

EXPEHI.MENTALFORSCHUNU UND BIOLOGIE
MIT a> riCURtlH III tEXT U.fn l FAHaiCRN T\PEL

IIEIILIN rM> KOLN

t-», 7j-a.mah(;i:s & k. wkijku s VKitt.Mi
1927
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Proceedings of the Berlin congress.

61.

Proceedings of the London congress.

•'••'*>*• I'll;-';

The Second

international Congress for Sex Research
Held under the luspiees of the Int«mation»l

Society for Sex Keseifch

Programme

Abstracts of Papers
t of Members •

( V——^

London, 3rd to 9th August 1930



MARRIAGE COUNSELING
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Hirsctifeld's Institute in Berlin pioneered a premari
tal counseling service.

62.

"Die Ehe" (Marriage), a popular magazine with an
advertisement for Hirschfeld's marriage counseling
service, 1926.

Following Hirschfeld's pioneering efforts, marriage
counseling soon flourished all over Germany and
some cities opened official premarital counseling
agencies.

63.

Poster of an official Marriage Counseling Agency of
the City of Berlin, 1920s.
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62.

64.

Marriage certificate from the same agency attesting
to good health and suitability for marriage from a
medical point of view.

65.

Cartoon from "Medizinische Welt", a medical jour
nal, entitled "The Victory of Marriage Counseling"
and depicting the pioneers in the field. (1929).

The poem reads in translation:

In paradise the lovers
were simply too naive.
Tbey did not love correctly
and thus were asked to leave.

Since then these modem sages
have helped them understand.
Now the ideal marriage
is close at hand.
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SEXOLOGY AND FILM

11

mwi

Boch Bloch and Hirschfeld collaborated with pro
ducers and directors ofso-called "Sexual-Enlighten-

. ment-Films" dealing with problems from syphilis to
prostitution and sex in prison.

In 1919 Hirschfeld himselfappeared in the film "An
ders als die Andern" (Different from the Others") a
plea for the reform of anti-homosexual laws. In this
dramatic film, Conrad Veidt played a homosexual
violinist who is blackmailed and commits suicide.

66.

Conrad Veidt in "Anders als die Andern" with his
blackmailer Reinhold Schunzel (left).

67.

Magnus Hirschfeld trying to counsel Conrad Veidt in
the film "Anders als die Andern".
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In 1923 the endocrinological studies of
Eugen Steinach were presented in a full-
length documentary. The film was pro
duced in Berlin with support of the Aus
trian government.

Eugen Steinach in his Study.

The "Steinach Film": Program.

70.

Newspaper ad.
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THE NAZI CAMPAIGN AGAINST HIRSCHFELD
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In 1930 Hirschfeld was no longer safe in Germany.
He therefore left on an extended trip abroad, hop
ing that the Nazi menace would pass.This hope was
not fulfilled, and Hirschfeld never returned to
Germany.
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As early as 1920 the Nazis had physically assaulted
Hirschfeld in Munich and left him for dead. Thus, he
was able to read his own obituaries in the papers.
The Nazi press continued the attacks throughout
the 1920's, and eventually all of Hirschfeld's lec
tures were interrupted by Nazi goon squads. Thus,
he could no longer appear in public.

71.

The official paper of the Nazi party with an attack on
Hirschfeld, Oct. 31,1928. The headline reads.- "Ho
mosexuals as Speakers in Boys' Schools. Magnus
Hirschfeld, the fighter for the abolition of § 175 (the
German sodomy law] is allowed to speak in German
high schools. The Destruction of Youthl German
Mothers, Women Workers! Do You Want to Hand
Your Children Over to Homosexuals?"

72.

Julius Streicher's infamous antisemitic paper "Der
Stiirmer" with its unchanging banner line (at the
bottom): "The Jews are Our Misfortune", made a
special effort to malign and slander Hirschfeld.
Shown here is a front page from 1929 calling Hirsch
feld an "apostle of lewdness."

MAGNUS HIRSCHFELD'S »

TRIP AROUND THE WORLD,
November 1930-April 1932

39



HIRSCHFELD IN NEW YORK

^ 'CmtAGO HERALD 'AND EXAMINER-

mns Incomes of 55 La

iHirschfeld Asks Scientific
Sex View, Not Theological

imism:

German Expert Likes
Magistrates' Atti
tude in U. S. Courts

By Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld,
World-Famous Advocate of Sex

Reform, Eminent German Aa-
thon'ty on the Manifestations of.
Love, Who Has Often Been]
Called "The Einstein of Sex.''

In a Dialogue With George Syl"
veiter Viereclt.

PRESENT—Dr. Magnus Hirsch-
feld and the Interviewer.

PLACE—The library of the In
terviewer on Riverside drive. New

York. On the wall, pictures of
many celebrities, including Roose
velt, Marconi, the Kaiser, Einstein,

Conan Doyle, Mussolini, Foch,
Joffre, Clemenceau, Steinach, Voro-

noff and Dr. Hirschfeld.

Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, whose

benignant smile redeems the feroc
ity of his bushy mustache, rests in
an easy chair after prolonged visits
to the Women's Court, the Night
Court and otht.' metropolitan insti
tutions where magistrates mete out
justice.

Liberal Spirit Amazing

KIRSCIIFELD: I am pleased and
astonished by the liberal spirit
which prevails in your magistrates'
courts. I have "sat in" with a num
ber of judges. I have talked to
them and closely watched the cases
that come up before them. Their
decisions and their attitude toward
the defendants appearing before
them demonstrate an extraordinary
understanding of ~the" vagaries'yC
the human heart. The judges seem
to me more humane than the law.

They are certainly more humane
than the police.

I I: Tou cannot expect policemen
jto be familiar with the mysteries
Iof sex expounded by Krafft-Ebing,
!Havelock Ellis and yourself.

HIRSCHFELD (smiling gent
ly): Of course not. The entire sci
ence of sex is comparatively young.
Sex science was the last of the scl-

Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld.

I: Surely the law must be en
forced?

HIRSCHFELD (shrugging his
shoulders): Our moral code is

largely the product of climate and

chance. It is not always possible
to draw a line where the permissi

ble ends. A historical survey of
the laws prevailing at different
times in one society and a geo
graphical survey of the laws pre
vailing in different societies at any
one time reveal surprising varia
tions.

Moral Cede Fnrici

Nc objeclive principles have yet
been established in matters govern-j
ing the love life of the world. Until'
the age of enlightenment at the
end of the eighteenth century set
in, many minor sex offenses were
punishable with death. After the
French revolution they ceased to
be regarded as crimes or misde
meanors.

The attitude of socletv toward

Moral Code Largely
Result of Fate and

Climate, He Declares I
No oath should be required Irom
the defendant- ;

I: What do you think of our
penal system and our prisons?

HIRSCHFELD: On my tour of;
inspection of Welfare Island and'
the Tombs I was struck by the'
kindliness of some of the guards to
their prisoners. But I was shocked
by the physical condition of the
cells, which hardly allow one-third
of the space necessary for the de
cencies of life to the prisoners. i

You should throw open your
prisons to the modem spirit. In
Russia the prison authorities exper
iment with *Veek-end vacations"
for convicts. These vacations en
able the prisoners to attend to urg
ent business and to visit their famJ-!
lies. There is no reason why wives
should suffer by being deprived for
a long term of their husbands. Mo-!
rality In the home and the prison
profits from the Russian innova- ^
tion. Revolutionary as It may seem, I
it works.

Disease Breeds Crime
I I... —- • I

; I: Is crime not always the prod
uct of disease?

^ HIRSCHFELD: Most habitual
criminals are physically and psy
chically defective.

Your judges are as lenient as pos
sible with the wayward girl and
other offenders of this description.
But leniency should not depend
upon the whim of the intelligence
or the good humor of the magis
trate. •

I: How would you remedy the
situation?

HIRSCHFELD; Tour courts need
medical experts thoroughly famil
iar with all the physical and psy
chic factors involved, to whom
the judge can turn for advice. If
a medical expert of wide experience
had the opportunity to examine of
fenders, he would be able to de
termine whether their condition Is
amenable to medical treatment.
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HIRSCHFELD IN SAN FRANCISCO

mDIjTELT#'/^otrarch of t^e Smlics
SAN FRANCISCO. FEBRUARY 25. 1931

Prudery Hit
DR. MANGUS.. HIRSCH-

F£LDt noteJ ^Ctrman Mcimn.
tilt, wha Jtploret Amtrican
attituj^ on i«x mattmrg.Sn nT Rn nrI ^ Offlfl

1 u u I b ur

TllllN[WILLr;
4 - .!.w

Witness Declares Wife Bursl »
Into Cabin With Gun in Hand ?
and Fired Upon Husband ^

.H
k'' '

ilPDCfllS! IN:
II. S, FLHED Bi:

SANTA CRUZ. Feb. 21. —With
dramatic effect the prosecution
closed Its cue today against Mrs.
Helena Thorncwlll, charged with
the Qiurder of her husband, Lesli<!
A. Thornewill,

The drama was furnished li/ the
State's star witness, Gertrude
Smith, one of the three young
women who attended the party In
the mountain cabin of Milton Main
on the night of Qeeember 29, when
the fatal shooting occurred.

I Describes Shooting
She pictured Mrs. Thornewill m

bursting In upon tlpe party In »
Jealous rage, revolver la hand, and
ope'Dlng fire upon TbomewlU after
a brief .exchange d( words,

A loud banging on the door was
the first hint that the wife waj'on

the sce&e, Mrs. Smlti^ declared- She-
testified: .

"I wa« in tbj- M.HS M'l

ton Main, .Mrs. Potricia Boss and
ThomewUI. Main opened the door.
Mn. Thornewill rus}-><.4 in. Ihere *;
was a jrim In her hand. Her r»ce I
wax while and her mouth ln~;.

htraicht lln<>.

j' '"Pointed Gun at Me" |
"She walked straight across tn

Tlionipwlll, who wrw leaning
acaliist a tahle, and said: 'I.es,
you're colnjr homi* with me.'

JUBf'S PJIS
On his arrival in New York, Hirschfeld was
welcomed by a distinguished greeting
committee. He gave several lectures and
interviews and then traveled on to Detroit
and Chicago.

74.

Newspaper clip on Hirschfeld's impres
sions of New York and Chicago.

In the San Francisco Bay Area, Hirschfeld
visited old friends, among them the urolo
gist Victor G. Vecki, and spoke over the ra
dio station KFRC. He also visited San
Quentin prison, where he interviewed
Mooney and Billings, figures in a famous
labor case. Convinced of their innocence,
Hirschfeld signed an appeal for their
release.

75.

Front page of the "San Francisco Exam
iner", February 25, 1931.

To speed the Investigation of the
Mountalo View patent paving sit
uation, .^Istrlct Attorney Pred
Thomas yesterday asked the Santa
Clara County Grand Jury to ap
point a special Jury committee to
work with him.

The report on the audit of the
books of the Mountain View city
council, expected yesterday, will be
made within a few days, Hubert
Hoed, San Jose accountant, told

Thomas.

• Whatever Hood's findings.
Thomas declared, be will gn ahead
with the Investigation requested
by citizens who complained that a
ruinous p&tent-pnvin? program was
forced upon the town.

More than J600,000 worth of
Warrenite paving was laid during
a five-ye:ir perioii, city council
recoi-ds showed.

Ifs Dangerous to
Call Man Ex-Dry!

Prudery Deplored by Visiting
German Scientist; Prohibition
Declared "Great Corruption"

! Sex Ideas of the American people
Iare based on old taboos. Prudery
Iand hypocrisy In this country ari
I too great to permit frank consid

eration of sex problems. * ^

Br. Magnus Hirschfeld, German
: scientist of international.repute, In-
, dieted this country on a count of
j hypocrisy when he arrived yester
day at tiie St. Francis Hotel, Tot
the lodictmeat was not a bitter
one.

Gray hatred, placid, kindly, the
learned doctor apologized' for his
criticism. Tet he said;

"I have a p-eat admlratlnn for
th<>. American people. In the titrrn
months I have h<^n here. I sec
a great desire of the people tn
have more knowledge.

NI" Great Corruption s I1
i "The same as prohibition, the'

Anthony Qpmstock laws against
~^iTf.nnstIR.? -fi"..oui »ei "KJid "tiirCfr

control havn had broad conse

quences. It Is not the right way.
Before I came to America, I was
more for prohibition. Now I see
It Is a great corruption.

! "The only way we can changfi
I people Is by enllghtenmrnt and

betterment of social conditions.

The truth I* not indecent. Only
through pure truth can wc have
true pnrlty. You apeak In whis
pers nf sex, and In an unscienti
fic way.

j "It is time sex relationship
wns taken out of thcoIo^lcal
hands. I am convinced that

'Bishop Miinnlng Is a good mnn, .
hut T am not convinced that hc>

is the right exprrt In sex mat
ters."

I Source of Movement | i
With Havelock Ellis and Au

gust Forel. Doctor Hirschfeld
heads the World League for Sex
ual Reform on a Scientific Basis.

Hn bccsme interested In the

matter when, M years agn. he re
turned to Europe from the Chicago
orld's Pair, and found England In
a fjrmoil over the avowed Irregu
larities of the poet. Oscar Wllde.
Ha said:

"A few of IIS said that jail was
10 h^p for such cases.
"We organized the S"We organized the Scientific

Humanitarian Committee. Since

that timr, Europe has advanced
s long way from iti pnitlery. lu
thirty-five more j'ears, Amerii'a
wil Indvance."

Doctor Hirschfeld Is on a leccuro

lour In this country. He will speak
over Kmc tom>irrow at 5:45, and
may give a lecture before he sails
March 5 for Toklo.



HIRSCHFELD IN JAPAN AND CHINA

At the invitation of Professor Keijo Dohi(lefcofHlrschfeld, sitting beneath a picture ofAlbert Neisser), Hirsch
feld addressed the Congress of Dermatology in Tokyo, 1931-

76.

View of the auditorium during Hirschfeld's address.

In China, Hirschfeld lectured at all Chinese national universities. Especially in Peking and Nanking the audi
ences were very large, and at Sun Yat Sen University in Canton over 1000 students appeared for a lecture.

77.

Hirschfeld with members of the Chinese Women's Club in Shanghai.



Jawaharlal Nehru.

In Allahabad Hirschfeld was the guest of Nehru, in
whose house he occupied the room usually re
served for Gandhi. Nehru wrote in Hirschfeld's
diary:

"It has been a pleasure to renew the ac
quaintance with Dr. Hirschfeld, whom I
met in Berlin four years ago. Germany
and India have developed many cultural
bonds, and to Germany India is beholden
in many ways. A German savant like Dr.
Hirschfeld is therefore welcome to our
country, and even though we may be en
grossed in our strugglefor emancipation,
we cannot forget that our independence
must lead us to a fuller life and to greater
contacts with the thinkers of other
countries."

Lecture announcement.

HIRSCHFELD IN INDIA

'ism

-

'-A'v:' 1

I ^HE Council of the Asiatic Society of Benga
requests the pleasure of your company at

the Society's Rooms on Friday, October 2nd,
1931, at 6 p.m., on the occasion of a lecture

illustrated by lantern slides.

Lecturer

Subject :

1, Park Street,

Calcutta.

Dk. Magnus Hirschfeld,
Directorj InsHiute for Sexo
logy, Berlin.

An introductory outline

OF Sexology, a new and
IMPORTANT Science.



THE DESTRUCTION OF HIRSCHFELD'S INSTITUTE BY THE NAZIS 1933
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HIRSCHFELD IN EXILE
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80.

On May6,1933, an organized mob of Nazi students
broke into the Institute for Sexology in Berlin, des
troyed the collections, stole all the papers and car
ried the books away for burning. The day-long ac
tion was carried out in a quasi-military fashion.

The Institute was then closed and reopened as a
Nazi office building.

82.

On May 10,1933, the books taken from Hirschfeld's
Institute were publicly burned on Berlin's Opera
Square. This Nazi book burning "against the Un-
German spirit" also included materials from other
libraries written by many great authors from Freud
to Brecht and George Sylvester Viereck.

81.

Hirschfeld's bust carried by a Nazi mob to the book
burning site.

Unable to return to Germany Hirschfeld tried re
peatedly to settle in the United States, but these
plans could not be realized. Eventually he estab

/ /«.-«-^ At <*,

83.

lished a new sexological institute in Paris, which
proved unsuccessful. Finally he retired in Nice,
where he died on his birthday, May 14,1935-

83.
Letter from Hirschfeld to Benjamin ofJune 3, 1934:

"Afj very dear friend Harry. I received
this morning your letter and thank you
very muchfor your kindness. Naturally /
know exactly, that the medical associa
tions don't pay for lectures and I have
never expected that they shall do it. Finan
cial reasons are also not decidingfor me
to go to America. In a modest way I can
live there and herefrom the income of my
books.

What I wish is tofind a place, where I can
feel homelike in my old days, where I can
live restfull and peacefull in a spiritual
way, especially where I can work and
where I have the impression, that I am
welcome."
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THE UNREALIZED CONGRESS IN CHICAGO 1933
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As the United States representative of
the World League for Sexual Reform,
Harry Benjamin tried to organize an in
ternational congress in Chicago in
1933. This would not only have
brought Hirschfeid back to the United
States, but would also have provided a
major boost to American sex research.
Unfortunately, the efforts proved futile.

84,

(from left to right) Harry Benjamin,
Hirschfeid, and Max Thorek in Chi
cago, 1931.

Pobruftry 15, lO.^S

Dr. nav«}ooV Kills
84 Folndona ^VAnu9
Heriie Fill, T^nrton S.S. S4

D««f Dr. Kllla;

Supr-le!rontln« n'y l-'fto- of Jaw»nr/ I'st?-,
I ar- herewith eirKJlniT ycu nnoth'jr ouiltnfl
Of the Principle Points cf t)>o T.-ju^ue'*
Plnttfomi. I have triad to cF^ody •j'-ur
•ugrestlDns and liopa the *©rdln« sill
ireot wltli yeur npprovnl,

Pnfortunut^ly, T own papor*t no hooil'tny
with my pPopnrnt'ons for the pTrmud
Ci^nyrcss Irj Cbl'".i)»n. In aplta oT rany
efforts, I hBTe, sofar, ftileij to find
•nySody In CMcnso t.-» ^ftVe ovrtr ths
«Qt'Ji«a organlsstlif. 'To.-V ther-j, 1 sHnll
howe»(?r, Veep you postftd ns to urA cro- '
gross I n«y b« -ini'ln,*. "

The enalosad nptlnl'j Just
I do hope you «Jl> rin'l t'.i^c to p'WM
tt. ?;ith ny Vlndont wlshe.i, T h«(; to
reaaln,

•'o 1thHi'c'n";-:--! y y-urs.

Letter from Havelock Ellis to Benjamin of Nov. 23, 1932:

"Dear Dr. Harry Benjamin,

Thankyouforyour kind letter I amfamiliar withyour name &know something ofyour work. I am
sorry if I neglected to thank you for reprints, though Ifear that often happens as there are so many
demands on my time, & at my age the energy to deal with them diminishes.

I hope you may find it possible to arrange the Congress in Chicago next year By that time it is
possible that conditions will have improved. You certainly need to be fairly assured of improve
ment."

H6.

Letter from Harry Benjamin to Ellis of Feb. 15,1933.

Final version of the WLSR platform as amended by Harry Benjamin with the advice of Havelock Ellis. 1933.
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WELTLIGA FUR SEXUALREFORM
AUF SEXUALWISSENSCHAFTLICHER 6RUNDLA6E

WL / SR

Das Prflsldtum:

August Forel
Havelock ElUa

Magnus Hlradifeld

Der

Internationale AusschuS:

Professor Asnaurow (Argentinlen),
Or. Batkls (Ru6Iaad)| Pr. Hs Ben*
Jamin (Nordamerika), Dr. Btedl
(Tsdiet^oslowakel). Dr. Boady
(Tschec^oslowakei), Dr. Bratt
(Sdiweden), Dr. Brubpadier
(Schweiz), Dr. Ramon Clases
(Chile), Dr. Friedjung (Oesterreich)
Dr. Geiersvald (Norwegen). / /
Red. Gudmundson (Island), Dr.
Norman Haire (England), Dr. Max
Hodann (Deutsdiland), Eugen
Humbert (Frankreich), Else Jeru
salem (Argentinlen), Prof. jOrgen-
sen (Dfinemark), Inga Junghanns
(DSnemark) Dr. Kempeneers (Bel-
gien), Alexandra Kpllontay (Rut
land), Mrs. Loeb (Canada), Victor
Margueritte (Frankreich). Rosa
Mayreder (Oesterreich), Helnridi
Meng (Deutschland), Prof. Midi
(Italien), Dr. Olafsson (Isl^d),
Prof. Pasdte' Oserski (Rufiland),
Dr. Juan Fernan P4rez (Spanien),
Dr. Prifimann (Lettland), Dr. Ra-
nulf (DSnemark), Dr. William
Robinson (Nordamerika), Dr. H.
Rogge (Holland), Dora Russel
(England), Dr. A. Salama (Aegyp*
ten). Margret Sanger (Nordameri
ka), Dr. Schneidenberger (Liberia).
Sindo Seitaro (Japan), Professor
Silverstolpe (Schw^en) Dr. Helene
Stdcker (Deutschland), Frau Alma
Sundquist (Schweden), Professor
M. Suzuki (Japan).

ArbeltsausschuB:

Dr. Paul u. Maria Krisdie, Berlin.
Dr. Walther und Hertha Riese,
Frankfurt a. M., Dr. J. H. Leun-
bach, Kopenhagen.

Bureau der Weltlga (Adr.):
Institut fiir Sexualwissenschaft,
Berlin NW 40. In den Zelten 10.

PRINCIPAL POINTS OF THE LEAGUE'S PLATFORM

The League advocates:

1. Equal privileges and obligations for men and women in regard to
their sexual lives as in their political and economic lives.

2. Liberation of the marital relationship from Church domination.
Reforms of the laws regulating marriage and divorce.

3. Control of conception (Birth Control, Prevenception) so that
procreation may be undertaken deliberately and only with a due
sense of responsibility.

4. Application of the knowledge of Eugenics towards improve
ment of the race through Birth Selection. (Encouragement of prop
agation of the fit and gifted, and sterilization of the unfit.)

5 - Protection of the unmarried mother and the "illegitimate" child.

6. Proper, scientific understanding of variations in sexual constitu
tions (intersexuality) and a correspondingly rational attitude, for
instance, toward homosexual men and women.

7. Systematic education in the biology of sex, especially regarding
the problems of venereal disease, masturbation and abstinence. To
promote a healthy attitude towards sex, including the knowledge
of sane sex living, and not complicated by any sense of guilt.

8. Legal and social reforms regarding prostitution in order to elimi
nate its dangers (especially venereal disease).

9. Disturbances and abnormalities of the sexual impulse to be re
garded as more or less pathological phenomena and not as crimes,
vices or sins.

10. Reform of the penal code in regard to sexual offenses. Only
those sexual acts to be considered criminal which violate the rights
of another person. Protection of minors and feebleminded per
sons. Sexual acts between responsible adults, undertaken by mu
tual consent, to be regarded as their private affair (and not liable to
legal actions^

Differentiation between crime and vice: the former—as anti

social—being an object of the law; the control of the latter—as a
personal problem—being an object of education.

8«.
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